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The National Wild and Scenic Rivers System

Established by Congress under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System was created to preserve the free-flow, water quality, and outstanding natural,
cultural, and recreational values of select rivers for the enjoyment of present and future generations.
The Act is notable for safeguarding the special character of these rivers, while also recognizing the
potential for their appropriate use and development. It encourages river management that crosses
political boundaries and promotes public participation in developing goals for river protection.
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More information about the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System or specific designated rivers
can be found at the Interagency Wild & Scenic Rivers Coordinating Council’s website,
www.rivers.gov, or by contacting one of the federal river administering agencies:
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